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Being newly called to our current church has required my
husband to “hit the ground running” in ministry service,
sermon and teaching preparation, and meetings.  Having the
opportunity to rest, regroup and reconnect as a couple
breathed life into us.  The prayer time allowed us to share our
specific needs and to be joined in prayer by Charlie and
Suzanne.  That blessed us.  We were heard and understood
in our “normal” ministry lives (it can often seem abnormal to
others).  We were surprised by the fun of fellowship time
around meals with the other couples.  In a sense, it seemed
that everyone could be at ease in a light-hearted way that
isn’t always found within a church family.  We as ministers are
people after all – and being understood as simply as that is a
rare gift – thank you SHOR! 
 
We needed the time to make an important decision (stay or
leave the church we are serving).  This retreat gave us the
uninterrupted time to make that decision.  God bless you for
providing the opportunity for us to spend time together.   
 
The SHOR retreat came at just the right time for us.  We have
7 children and have basically been working 3 jobs for the past
4-5 years.  Ministry is very rewarding, but as you know, very
draining!  For the past 6-8 months, I have been border-line
burnout, but God knows just the right time and people to put
us with to lift us up.  The retreat was refreshing and reviving.
The time spent around the table during meals, and the
relaxed unhurried atmosphere was just what I needed to
catch my breath and get ready for the journey ahead.  Thank
you for investing in those of us who are on the front line.  God
bless you, and may HE get the glory. 
 
This retreat was a time for sisters and brothers in Christ to
become family.  We are so thankful to have spent some time
to reflect, to rest, and to be restored.  What a blessing to have
time with others to share and to laugh.  We praise God for the
opportunity to really rest so we can get back to God’s work. 
 

 Retreat Testimonies 

Heartfelt thanks to Gail Johnson for hosting our September retreat at Willow Falls Bed & Breakfast in Blue Ridge, GA.  If 
you need a wonderful setting for a retreat or family getaway, Gail does a wonderful job.  We are grateful to you! 
 
Our genuine appreciation to all of those who made the Caregivers’ Forum in Ridgecrest, NC such a blessing to us.  You 
encouraged our hearts and gave us a new zeal for ministry. 
 
Our love and thanks to our dear friends, Doug and Louise Goettsche, at Cornerstone Victorian Bed & Breakfast in 
Warrensburg, NY.  They serve the couples alongside us and provide a great setting for the retreats.  We love you both! 
 
Special thanks to Sheri Buse and Judy Snider who help out in so many ways to make it possible for us to be free to 
minister as the Lord leads.  We are thankful to these ladies (Sheri has been with us since 2006 and Judy since 2011).  
Suzanne’s sister, Charlotte, does accounting work for us as well.  That is a huge help and tremendous blessing. 
 

Many thanks to all of you who support the work of SHOR  
through your financial gifts and intercessory prayers. 

As you read the testimonies and see the statistics for the ones we serve,  
we pray you will realize what a blessing you are. 

 

 Blessings! 

The past 8 years have been very busy.  We were working and
raising two small grandchildren.  We simply have been unable
to get away.  This retreat has been great.  We appreciate this
time of relaxation.  We have needed it so much.  The
wonderful fellowship with the other pastors and their wives
meant a lot to us.  We have never done anything like this
before – it was all great.  We are thankful for this opportunity.  
 
In SHOR retreats ministry couples are allowed to let the Lord
guide them to use the unscheduled time well and in the ways
that are needed most.  We’ve had a rough couple of years
with burnout and then having to step out of ministry.  We’ve
had tons of counseling and assignments to help us reconnect
as a couple.  It was refreshing to have unstructured time!
Recent medical and dental expenses made us think we would
have to cancel, but with no cost for the retreat, we were able
to come.  We sincerely appreciated the heart of this ministry.
There was a light-hearted atmosphere of trust and support
and the couples were relaxed and encouraged.  The prayer
time with Charlie and Suzanne meant the most to us.   
 
The SHOR retreat was special to us because we were able to
be away from all responsibilities.  We had special time with
each other and made new friends.  We really enjoyed the
times around the table and the prayer time.  Thank you to
those who make these retreats possible. 
 
The heavy demands that we face on a daily basis does not
allow us to really take a time out for ourselves.  We are facing
retirement after 43 years of ministry and have so many
unanswered questions as to what we will do, where we will
live, and how we will afford it.  We needed this time to
regroup and pray and rest.  And we needed the fellowship
with other pastors.  God reveals Himself in so many ways &
this has been a week where He came again through prayer
and conversations.  The combination of rest, prayer, and
fellowship meant so much to us.  We are forever grateful.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date 
February TBA 

March TBA 
April TBA 
May TBA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Event 
SHOR wives’ retreat 

SHOR retreat 
SHOR retreat 
SHOR retreat 

 
 
 
 
      
          
 

 
            

Location 
Memphis TN 

Toledo Bend, LA 
Branson MO 
Memphis TN 

 
 

¡ We are told that 80% of pastors’ wives are unhappy in their current situation.  This summer Suzanne sent out a 
questionnaire to some pastors’ wives.  She received many responses concerning the stressors of ministry and life 
in general and how these circumstances affect their life, marriage and ministry.  Her purpose was to evaluate ways 
that would be most helpful to encourage wives to stay active in ministry and to be more effective in their service to 
the Lord.  Would you pray that we will have clear direction in pursuing ways to better help ministry wives?    

 
¡ We are working to set dates for the SHOR retreats for 2020.  Our Branson B & B was sold and has become a 

vacation rental so we are looking for a new place there.  We do want to do some retreats at home in Memphis as 
well.  We will post specific dates on the website as soon as possible.  We are asking the Lord for wisdom.  Please 
join us in this prayer.  

 
¡ We have realized that the SHOR intensives serve a definite purpose as we meet with some couples one-on-one.  

Please pray we will leave flexible time in the schedule to allow for this. 
 

¡ REVIVAL for our churches and for our country continues to weigh heavy on our hearts.  Please pray with us.  
 

¡ Personally:  Suzanne’s mom continues to live at the hospice facility in Collierville.  She is really remarkable!  She 
never complains and is always sweet.  Charlie’s health has improved, and we are excited that he is able to 
continue with the ministry!  We covet your prayers for our health, and that we will follow God’s clear direction. 

 Prayer Needs 

We continue to work with many couples outside of retreats.  Here is an overview of those contacts from 8.16 – 11.23.19: 
Answered prayer:  28 

Biblical guidance helps:  25 
Burnout:  8 

Church needs / conflict/ growth / merger / plants / revitalization:  34 
Currently out of ministry:  13 

Depression:   6 
Encouragement:    69 

Family needs / issues:  47 
Financial needs:  19 

God’s will:  15 
Health issues:  55 

Marriage:   12 
Ministry needs / opportunities / transitions:  43 

New Ministry opportunities:  16 
Prayer needs: 68 

Resignation / Termination:  4 
Other needs include Adoption, Cultural issues, Deaths, Discouragement, Grief, Legal issues, Networking, Parenting, Retirement needs, Retreat
needs (other than what we provide), Sabbaticals, and Suicide (attempted). These couples serve in 38 different states and 18 foreign countries.  

What makes SHOR different?   Ministry couples attend SHOR retreats at no charge 
 Charlie & Suzanne are available to talk with and to pray with each couple 

 Ministry couples are served and allowed to rest with no agenda 
Couples can reach out to us at any time for prayer, support and help (outside of retreats) at no charge 

Would you please consider helping us to help them? 

 Schedule 

 To Think About . . .  

One thing we learned at the Caregivers Forum was that we need to spend more time in concentrated prayer 
for the Lord’s clear direction.  We plan to use January for intensive times with local couples, end of year 
reporting and letters, and specific times for prayer.  After the hustle and bustle of the holidays, we believe 
this will be a huge help to us before we actually begin the years’ retreats. 
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